
Project description 
 

Old Synagogue of Eppingen 
 

A project of the Hartmanni-Gymnasium, Eppingen, Germany 
 
 

The old synagogue of Eppingen is the centre point of the project. Eppingen, a town with 22.000 
inhabitants is located in the southern Kraichgau, a region between the two forests Odenwald in 
the North and the Black Forest in the South and between the Rhine river on the left and the 
Neckar river on the right. The town was firstly mentioned in the year 985 and belonged many 
years to the Palatinate (Heidelberg). From 1803 on it has been part of the State of Baden. The 
first Jewish residents of the town were mentioned in the early 14th century. During the 19th 
century one of Badens’ biggest rural Jewish communities was located in Eppingen.  
In Eppingen and its vicinity there are still a lot of traces of the formerly flourishing Jewish life. 
The building is a half-timbered house from the early 18th century. Until the move to the new 
synagogue in the year 1873 the Jewish community celebrated its services there from 1732 on. 
A mikveh (ritual bath) in the basement, which is dated back to the 16th century, is of great note. 
The city of Eppingen has been owner of the building for more than five years now. 
Nevertheless, the building is not in a good shape and has to be renovated soon.  
 

 
Old Synagogue 

 
Wedding-stone 

 
Entrance of the „Jordanbad“ (mikveh)  

 

What to do?: 
 

� Documentation of the history of the synagogue and its potential use 
 

� Documentation of the architecture and its still present Jewish 
     traces. (mikveh, wedding-stone, entrance)  

 

� Utilisation concept for the building 

 
 
 



Information about our school and the project group in particular: 
 

At the moment about 1.000 students are attending the school. The grammar school bears the 
name of the academic family Hartmanni who came from Eppingen and hold important offices in 
the Palatinate in the 15th and 16th century (e.g. Andreas Hartmanni was 7 times president of 
the Heidelberg University)  
The 23 students of the project group are in grade 11 and are focusing in their subject Religious 
Education on the monuments of Eppingen. Last school year they concentrated on a 
photographical inventory of Jewish buildings and facilities of Eppingen and the Kraichgau. 
They co-operated with three other schools in our area. This October the calendar „Spuren 
jüdischer Kultur im Kraichgau “(Traces of the Jewish culture in the Kraichgau) could be published. 
 

Hartmanni-Gymnasium Eppingen 

Adolf-Vielhauer-Str. 13 

D- 75031 Eppingen 

Web address: www.hartmanni-gymnasium-eppingen.de 

E-mail: Hartmanni-Gymnasium@t-online.de 

Principal: Uwe Wittwer-Gärttner 

 

Project monitoring: 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wolfgang Burth (left), lecturer = Religious Education(catholic)/ 
History, Breslauer Straße, D-75031 Eppingen, Germany 
Michael Heitz (right), Diplompädagoge, Frauenbrunnerstraße 15, 
D-75031 Eppingen, Germany 

 

 


